
Is the message of Jesus Christ still relevant to us today? In the face of Violence, 
Sectarianism and Intolerance what is Jesus saying to us?

Since the beginning of the 20th 
Century we have had:
2 World Wars
Holocaust
Famine
Genocide
Civil wars
Killings in northern Ireland. 

All of these things have lead to 
VIOLENCE, INTOLERANCE AND 
SECTARIANISM.

Violence, Intolerance and 
Sectarianism would have been around in 
Jesus’ time too. 
He was, after all living in a land ruled by 
the Romans who could be savagely 
violent.
So Jesus Christ is the perfect of how 
WE should act when faced with these 
realities.
He provides the guidelines of how we 
should respond to violence, Intolerance 
and Sectarianism.

So, what is violence?
Violence is about power. The desire to 
have power over people or things. This is 
the desire that seems to dominate our 
world.

Brazilian born Arch-Bishop Hedler Camara, 
in his book, ‘The Spiral of Violence’ 
understands that there are 3 stages of 
violence
1. Oppression
2. Rebellion
3. Repression

1.Oppression.
This is where violence erupts because of 
injustices caused by poverty, racism, sexism 
or sectarianism.
This is the kind of violence that is 
sometimes supported by the people (even by 
the state) - because it is fighting an 
injustice e.g. the apartheid system in south 
africa

2.Rebellion.
This is the violence of those who are opposed 
or those who wish to work for a more just 
world. 
This may be organised rebellion e.g. 
apartheid.
It may be planned, unplanned or sudden. With 
violence like this you always need to look at 
the cause of it - there will always be an 
underlying reason for it.

3.Repression.
This is the violence used to stop the 
violence of the rebellion. It may involve 
governments in order to restore peace.

However, the violence of rebellion needs 
to be met with Justice and Respect for 
all involved or else it will lead to a 
continuing spiral of violence.



The Spiral of Violence
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By looking at violence in this way we can see how it can spiral out 
of control. Even in our own lives we need to be conscious of violence 
and desire for power.
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The Good Samaritan:

This is the story of a man who was beaten up, left 
for dead. A priest and a levite (two very holy men) 

walked by and ignored him. A samaritan( who 
everybody hated) was the only one who stopped to 

help.

Samaritans were hated, despised, considered half 
breeds and impure.

Jesus was asking the question. Who should be be 
more like? The Samaritan? The Priest? or the Levite?

Jesus response to violence:

Jesus knew all too well about the dangers of violence - he was after all living in a country 
that we being occupied by the Romans.

If we look at the Gospels we see that Jesus went out of his way to reach out to the poor 
and the marginalized. Jesus was all about non-violence. He famously said ‘turn the other 
cheek’ (Matthew 5:38). By saying this Jesus did not mean that we are passive to violence 

but that we meet it head on, not with more violence but with a stance of dignity and 
strength.

Violence is about power. Jesus said that we can show power - not by violence - but by 
helping others, the poor and the sick and the weak.


