
How did Jesus come into conflict with the Romans and the Jewish authorities at the time:

Roman conflict:

Jesus proclaimed ʻThe Kingdom of Godʼ by doing this it could have been seen as a 
direct threat to Caesar.

Pilate asked Jesus if he were the King of The Jews, Jesus replies that his Kingdom is 
not of this world - His notion of the Kingdom of God was very different to Pilateʼs but as 
he does not directly deny the question he is put to death.

Jesus claim to be the anointed one was also seen as a threat to the Romans - even 
though he did not pose any military threat.

There is no doubt that had people embraced Jesusʼ idea of a Kingdom of God life would 
have radically changed for the Romans so Jesus was charged with Treason and 
sentenced to death.

Jewish Conflict:

Jesus had come into conflict more than once with the Pharisees - his notion of The 
Kingdom of God threatened the Jewish Religious establishment - The Pharisees did not 
like this! for example the Sabbath said not to work on the sabbath, Jesus ignored this if 
somebody needed help.

Jesus criticized those who went around preaching about Jewish laws and the 
importance of sticking to them but then do nothing to help their fellow man.

When Jesus forgave the sins of the paralyzed man the Pharisees accused him of 
blasphemy as they felt God was the only one who could forgive sins. Blasphemy was a 
very serious charge.

During the fast of Passover Jesus travelled to the temple, here, outraged by the selling 
and trading taking place in the temple he threw out the traders and turned over the 
tables of the sellers -proclaiming they had turned his fatherʼs house in to a den of 
thieves. When the chief priests and scribes heard of this (and their loss of money) he 
began to look for ways to kill him.

Jesus knew that he was rocking the Jewish establishment. He knew that he had a job to 
do. He knew the ultimate fate that lay awaiting him but he carried on regardless 
spreading the good news and proclaiming the Kingdom of God.


